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CRITTERS LETTERS 


7563 Lake City Way, Seattle, WA 98115 


Just a few weeks ago, most of the 
Fantagraphics staff went on a day-long 
inventory at our warehouse. And lo 
and behold, we turned up a handful 
of copies of a number of books and 
comics we thought we'd sold out of. 
Only a couple dozen copies in most 
cases—but I figured I'd give loyal 
Critters readers first dibs on snapping 
up some of these semi-rarities. 
First of all, we still have copies of 
every issue of Adventures of Captain 
Jack from #3 to #12. (Some of these 
have been listed as ‘‘sold out’’ since 
last year, and a few have been on and 
off our lists a couple of times.) That 
includes the whole ‘‘Herman and 
Janet’’ sequence that started in #5, the 
Jackie Gleason tribute issue, and 
many more. Primo stuff! 

On the Critters front, I was 
delighted to find a stash of #lls—the 
first Christmas issue. This was the first 
Critters special issue, and since it in- 
cludes the conclusions to no fewer 
than three serials (Usagi Yojimbo, 
Gnuff, and Lioheart), its absence has 
probably been keenly felt by any 
number of collectors. It includes such 
goodies as the premiere of ‘‘Lizards,”’ 
a Mark Armstrong strip, plus Stan 
Sakai and Mike Kazaleh, li'l one- 
pagers by Templeton, Kieth, and 
Lafler, all wrapped up in a Ken 
Macklin cover. And we’re selling it for 
a mere $3.50. 

Further on down the line, we've 
been listing #18 as sold out for some 
time now. I don’t know why—we’ve got 
piles and piles of the damn thing. It’s 
got a knockout Jim Engel cover and 
story, plus Blue Beagle and Lionheart. 

I also ran across a number of Dog 
Boys—every issue is still in stock, to 
a limited degree. So are all three 
issues of Milton Knight, Jr.’s Hugo 
(although #1 is real low, so only one 
per customer, okay?) 

Remember Doomsday Squad #3— 
the one with the really lousy printing 
job on the full-color Usagi Yojimbo 
strip? Well, I can’t recommend it for 
its aesthetic value, but apparently it’s 
got some kind of collector’s appeal— 
and we've still got about a hundred 
copies at cover price, $2.00 each. But 
remember, I warned you: the printing 
is bad! 

Speaking of Usagi Yojimbo, you 
can still buy every back issue but #1, 
2, and #4—although we’re running 
real short on some of them, especially 
#6 and #9. 

Everything on this list is $2.00 
apiece, with the exception of Critters 
#11, which is $3.50. 

Boy, wouldn’t some of these make 


great Christmas gifts? 

Just a thought. And lookee here— 
after all this greedmongering, I only 
have room for a single letter! 


Dear Kim, 

As a comics fan and animal lover, 
let me say that Critters is a terrific 
showcase of funny-animal comics. 
The first issue I ever got was #38. 
Since then I’ve been sold on Critters. 
It’s got to be the best in its class since 
Captain Carrot and His Amazing Zoo 
Crew, the brainchild of Scott Shaw! 
(Why does he have that exclamation 
point tacked onto his name, anyway?) 
I hope they bring back Captain Car- 
rot, I'd love to see some new CCAH- 
AZC adventures. 

I think the Critters artists are 
marvelous! I like Tim Fuller’s zany 
style, not to mention Stan Sakai’s 
intriguing work and J.P. Morgan’s 
wacky images. Fission Chicken is 
really great, but my favorites have to 
be Blue Beagle and Stinz. And I hope 
Harr Lowhard comes back to Critters. 

I read an idea submitted by a Mr. 
John Henry Sain (in #39) calling for 
a couple characters in the same story. 
He says he gave it up after reading 
#28. Well, John, if you’re out there, 
I for one think it’s still a great idea. 
Say, maybe in some Critters special 
in the future, there could be a brace 
of Critters characters in one story. I’m 
talking all-star jam session here. If it 
can be done, I'd really like to see it 
happen. 

You're all doing a great job. Keep 
it up, folks! 

Faithfully, 

Jeff Plotkin 

Hillsborough, CA 
P.S.: I was enchanted by Freddy 
Milton’s “A Midsummer Night’s En- 
chantment” in #40. 


@ Thank you for your many kind 
words, Jeff. As you know if you read 
last issue, Critters will unfortunately 
come to an end with #50, and Stinz 
is only a four-issue mini-series at pre- 
sent, but Usagi Yojimbo and Fission 
Chicken continue apace—and I’m 
sure we haven’t seen the last of most 
of the other creators and characters, 
either! 

Next issue: The return of Lionheart! 
And then it’ll be time for the long, 
long, long-awaited conclusion to 
“Birthright”?! 

And Mike Kazaleh fans can start re- 
joicing, because the new year will 
bring the first issue of Har Har Com- 
ics, an all-Kazaleh funny-animal 
humor book! —KIM THOMPSON 
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543! | We asked Marcel Chevalier, the Famous 
pantormme artist, to gwe his interpretation 
oF the EYE OF MONGOMBO (translations 
provided by Mimes of America) 
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Tn this adventure/comedy 
series, anthropology professor and 
globe-trotting adventurer Cliff 
Carlson is fired due to his villainous 
arch-rival Professor Nuskle, and then 
turned into a duck by an evil witch- 
doctor. He and his faithful assistants 
take off on a journey to find the Eye 
of Morigombo, when they run into two 
old enemies: Gruber and ‘Kawliga! 


FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 


EYE OF MONGOMBO #1. 28 Pages, black- 
and-white comic book. $2.00 ($2.50 in 
Canada) 


Welcome to the Fantagraphics 


MIENAGIER 


ADVENTURES OF CAPT. JACK 


Adventures of Captain Jack #6: 
Herman and Janet decide to elope. 


Adventures of Captain Jack #7: 
Beezlebub intrudes in Herman and 
Janet's relationship. 


Adventures of Captain Jack #8: A 
daring escape, the Captain in drag, 
and more. 

Adventures of Captain Jack #9: 
Pool hustling with Saturated Fats, and 
the conclusion of the Janet-Herman- 
and-Beezlebub storyline! 


Adventures of Captain Jack #10: 
Jack and the crew return to Detroit 
and discover lots of unpaid bills. 


XN 


NEAR twee 


Adventures of Captain Jack #11: 
Jack meets up with the mob. 


Adventures of Captain Jack #12: 
The grand finale of the series, as 
things will never be the same. 


CRITTERS 


Critters #4: Gnuff and Birthright con- 
tinue, Tom Stazer’s Lionheart pre- 
mieres, and the first Ken Macklin 
cover painting! 

Critters #5: Birthright continues, the 
first Gnuff novel concludes (with a 
cover), plus Stan Sakai’s Nilson 
Groundthumper\ 

Critters #6: Usagi Yojimbo story, Bir- 
thright concludes with cover, and the 
first Firecracker Jack by Mark Arm- 
strong! 

Critters #8: Jack Bunny by cover art- 


ist Mark Armstrong, Templeton Kelly 
tribute, and Lionheart begins. 


Critters #9: Hallowe'en issue with 
Gnuff behind a mask, Lionheart’s 
nightmare, and Dog Boy. 


Critters #10: Usagi Yojimbo cover/ 
story, plus Gnuff and Lionheart. 


Critters #12: Birthright returns, plus 
Waller/Worley’s SpeakingStone, and 
Sam Kieth! 


Critters #13: Gnuff cover, plus Birth- 
right and Mark Armstrong. 

Critters #14: Usagi Yojimbo story and 
cover, plus Birthright and Gnuff. 


Critters #15: Blue Beagle and Fission 
Chicken, and Birthright races on! 


Critters #16: Gnuff ends, another 
Nilson Groundthumper story by Sakai, 
and Birthright! 

Critters #17: Lionheart returns, plus 
the conclusion of Birthright. 


Critters #19: Gnuff returns, plus Sam 
and Max, Freelance Police, Lizards, 
and Fission Chicken. 

Critters #20: SpeakingStone by Wal- 
ler/Worley, Gnuff and Fission Chicken. 
Critters #21: More Gnuff, Lizards, Fis- 
sion Chicken—32 pages’ worth—plus 
a Sam Kieth cover! 

Critters #22: Watchmen cover paro- 
dy for Blue Beagle story, plus Gnuff, 
Fission Chicken, and Ambrose. (Aliso 
available: non-cover-parody version.) 
Critters #23: Christmas issue with 
Gnuff, Lizards, Fission Chicken, Lion- 
heart, as well as strips by Schirmeis- 
ter, Kieth, Fuller, Kazaleh, Temple- 
ton—plus a flexidisc with songs writ- 
ten and performed by Templeton & 
Alan Moore! 


Critters #24: Gnuff continues, plus 
Lizards and Fission Chicken. 


Critters #25: The return of Lionheart, 
plus Gnuff and Angst. 


Critters #26: Angst cover by Van 
Horn, plus Gnuff and Lionheart. 


Critters #27: Stan Sakai cover and 
Nilson Groundthumper story, plus 
Lionheart and Fission Chicken. 


Critters #28: Blue Beagle in ‘Miami 
Vice’/Coke parody, plus Lionheart 
and Fission Chicken. 

Critters #29: The climax to Lionheart, 
plus Lizards, the wacky German car- 
toonist Volker Reiche, and a one- 
page Captain Jack. 

Critters #30: Mark Martin cover and 
story, plus Angst, Fission Chicken, 
and Gnuff returns. 


Critters #31: Gnuff cover featured, 
plus Lizards, Blue Beagle, and a 
Steve Bissette one-pager. 


Critters #32: Lizards continues with 
a cover, Gnuff, and a new Fission 
Chicken story—plus DeStefano! 
Critters #33: Fission Chicken cover, 
Gnuff concludes, and Angst. 


Critters #34: Biue Beagle returns, the 
premiere of Duck ‘Bill’ Platypus, and 
a Hallowe'en horror tale. : 
Critters #35: Lela Dowling cover, Fis- 
sion Chicken, the beginning of a new 
Lionheart, and Duck “‘Bill’’ Platypus. 
Critters #36: Featuring the continua- 
tion of Lionheart, Fission Chicken, 
and Duck “Bill.” 


Critters #37: Mike Kazaleh cover and 
story, conclusion to Lionheart. 


Critters #38: Giant issue with Usagi 
Yojimbo, Blue Beagle, Fission Chick- 
en, Angst, and Donna Barr’s Stinz. 


Critters #39: A full-length Fission 
Chicken story parodies the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. 


Critters #40: Gnuff returns in a full- 
length story by Freddy Milton. 


Critters #41: Book-length Duck “Bill” 
Platypus tale. 


Critters #42: Not the Adventures of 
Captain Jack by Mike Kazaleh, star- 
ting Herman and Janet. 


Critters #43: Lionheart faces a pos- 
sibly malevolent alien in an apart- 
ment building. 


Critters #44: The gripping climax to 
the Biue Beagle ‘‘Watchdogs’’ saga 
—with a surprise ending! 

Critters #45: William Van Horn’s Am- 
brose is featured in a collection of gag 
Strips. 


Critters Special #1—Nilson Ground- 
thumper and Hermy: Both the Albedo 
stories, plus a new 10-page strip! 


DOG BOY 


Dog Boy #2: Sir Isaac Newton guest 
stars as reality unravels. 

Dog Boy #3: Dog Boy shows how to 
publish your own comic book. 
Dog Boy #4: Dog Boy goes to Hell, 
and Dog Girl squashes Reagan! 
Dog Boy #8: Alfred Knoot starts a 
newspaper, Dog Girl does graffiti. 
Dog Boy #9: Dancing with the cats, 
Dog Girl in jail, Benb goes crazy! 


FISSION CHICKEN 


Fission Chicken #1: ‘‘The Wizard of 
Ooze,’ plus ‘‘Duck ‘Bill’ Platypus.” 


GROOTLORE 


Grootlore #1: Peter Gullerud’s fan- 
tasy strips, with a new cover and intro. 


Grootlore #2: More tales of Loadtoad 
and the rest of the gang. 


HUGO 
Hugo #1: Milton (Midnite) Knight’s 
feline ‘“‘Meets the Baron.’ 


Hugo #2: Hugo becomes a car- 
toonist and gets into deep trouble. 


Hugo #3: Hugo is abducted by mer- 
maids and fights sharks. 


MYRON MOOSE 
Myron Moose Funnies #1: Lots of 
goofy snot jokes, plus parodies of Dr. 
Seuss and Uncle Wriggly books. 
Myron Moose Funnies #2: Parodies 
Batman, Mickey Mouse, Spirit, more. 


Myron Moose Funnies #3: ‘‘Comic 
Book Fans,’ and more silly snot. 


USAGI YOJIMBO 


Usagi Yojimbo #3: The continuation 
of ‘‘Samurai,’ and a ‘“‘Croakers”’ strip 
by Don Dougherty. 

Usagi Yojimbo #8: “A Mother’s 
Love,’ plus Luth’s ‘‘Rockhoppers.’” 
Usagi Yojimbo #10: ‘‘Blade of the 
Gods,” plus a Usagi/Leonardo the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle tale by 
Peter Laird! 


Usagi Yojimbo #11: Saga of a tea 
cup, plus a ‘‘Catnippon’’ back-up by 
Sergio Aragones. 


Usagi Yojimbo #12: ‘‘The Shogun’s 
Gift;’ plus Tom Stazer’s ‘“‘Lionheart’’ 
in an eight-page hostage story. 


Usagi Yojimbo #13: The first chapter 
of ‘Dragon Bellow Conspiracy,’ plus 
an episode of Shaw! & Evanier’s 
“Digger Duckbill,’ 


YOJIMBO 


Usagi Yojimbo #14: ‘‘Dragon Bellow 
Conspiracy’’ continues, now full- 
length in every issue! 


Usagi Yojimbo #15: Treachery and 
death as ‘‘Dragon Bellow” continues. 


Usagi Yojimbo #16: ‘‘Dragon Bel- 
low’’ continues. 


Usagi Yojimbo #17: ‘‘Dragon Bel- 
low”’ concludes. 

Usagi Yojimbo #18: The epilogue to 
“Dragon Bellow,’ including the fate 
of the Blind Swordspig. 


Usagi Yojimbo Color Special #1: 
New Sakai stuff, plus classic cover 
reprints and a Gnuff story! 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES, 
AND OTHER STUFF 


Usagi Yojimbo Book One: Every 
Usagi Yojimbo story before Usagi #1 
collected in one handy 160-page vol- 
ume, with a new Stan Sakai cover. A 
great buy! 


Usagi Yojimbo Book Two: The com- 
plete ‘“‘Samurai’”’ origin saga, plus 
more stories and an intro by Evanier. 


Amazing Heroes #9: Behind the 
scenes of DC’s Captain Carrot comic 
with Scott Shaw! and Roy Thomas. 


Amazing Heroes #42: Funny-animal 
issue with Joshua Quagmire cover 
and interview. Plus: Arn Saba on Neil 
the Horse and Dave Sim on Cerebus! 


Amazing Heroes #111: Ty Templeton 
(of Critters) interviewed. It’s funny. 


Amazing Heroes #129: Interviews 
with Steven A. Gallacci and Freddy 
Milton, the new Mighty Mouse show! 


Amazing Heroes #165: Donna Barr. 


The Comics Journal #73: Carl Barks 
featured, with long retrospective. 


Christmas With Superswine #1: 
Gary Fields’s Pig of Power in a seas- 
onal one-shot. 


The Comics Journal #99: Big inter- 
view with Arn (Neil the Horse) Saba, 
among other things. 

Doomsday Squad #5: Features a 
spectacular full-color Captain Jack 
story by Mike Kazaleh! 

NEMO #21: 28 pages of Jack Kent’s 
classic King Aroo strip—a treat for 
classic funny-animal lovers! 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING BACK ISSUES. 
i All are $2.25 apiece unless otherwise indicated. 
] Capt. Jack: #6 #7 (#8 O49 OHIO #11 DH2 
Q Critters: #4 O#5 Ove Ce Ovo OMOOM2 OMB O14 name 
1 #15 OM6 C417 O19 #20 (1421 (#22 (parody) (1#22 (not) 
(#23 ($4.25) Ci#24 #25 O26 #27 (#28 (#29 0430 0#31 
| (#32 (#33 (1434 O#35 0436 0437 (#38 ($3.00) O#39 
gp #40 #41 #42 eS Cad Citas 446 address 
] Critters Special w/ Nilson Groundthumper: D#1 Hugo: O#1 O#2 O#3 
I Dog Boy ($2.00): #2 O#3 O#4 048 #9 Grootlore: #1 [#2 ~~ city 
— =) Myron Moose ($2.00): O#1 O#2 (#3 Fission Chicken: (#1 [#2 
— Usagi Yojimbo: 043 01¥8 #10 OF O2 OS OH4 OHS state 
| (J#16 O#17 (#18 [Color Special #1 ($3.50) 
I {JBook One: $11.00 [IBook Two: $11.00 6-issue sub: $9.00 
I Amazing Heroes ($3.00): O#9 O#42 04111 04129 O#165 
ry Comics Journal ($3.50): 0#73 O#99 Superswine: 
1 Anything Goes! #6 NEMO ($4.00): #21 Doomsday Bat #5 


NOTE: You must be 18 years or older to order Captain 
Jack, Dog Boy, Hugo, or Myron Moose. 


Send all orders to Fantagraphics Books, 7563 Lake 
City Way N.E., Seattle, WA 98115. Outside U.S. and 
Canada, please add 15% to cover additional postage. 


zip 


FANTAGRAPHI 


eteadill FISSION CHICKEN 


].P. Morgan's fighting fowl] battles a bewildering array of 
irritating foes—and all he wants to do is be left alone! 


P.U. Evolcraft, the Ether Bunny. and the 
sinister Vortoxians (Marketing Experts 
From Outer Space)—these are just a fow 
of the enemies that make life miserable 
for Fission Chicken, the nuclear- 
Powered, egg-spawned bombshell. 


After a long and much-applauded career 
in the pages of Critters. Fish (as he's 
known to fans nationwide) explodes in 
the pages of his very own regular comic! 
Written and drawn by J.P. MORGAN, 
with a back-up series by Kyle Rothweiler 
and cover colors by Brad Foster. this 
comic will tickle your wishbone! (And 
watch out for THE FISSION CHICKEN 
COLLECTION VOLUME ONE this fall!) 


